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YARON SHEMER

	UNC-Chapel Hill

Department of Asian Studies

CB # 3267, New West 202,

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3267





	Office phones: (direct) 919/962-5428



(departmental): 919-962-4294

Office
 fax:  919/843-7817



e-mail: yshemer@email.unc.edu

EDUCATION
2005: Ph.D. in Radio-Television-Film (with portfolio in Cultural Studies),                               The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX.
1991: M.A. in Radio-Television-Film, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX.                  
1983: B.F.A. in Film/TV, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
2014 to present: Associate Professor of Israel Cultural Studies and Modern Hebrew, Department of Asian Studies, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. 
2008 – 2014: Levine/Sklut Fellow in Jewish Studies and Assistant Professor of Israel Cultural Studies and Modern Hebrew, Department of Asian Studies, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. 
2002 – 2008: Senior Lecturer, Department of Middle Eastern Studies, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX.                  
1991 – 2002: Lecturer, Department of Middle Eastern Studies, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX.                  
Summer 2002: Visiting Lecturer, Western Consortium Summer Intensive Middle Eastern Languages Institute, The University of Washington, Seattle, WA.
Summer 1997: Visiting Lecturer, Western Consortium Summer Intensive Middle Eastern Languages Institute, The University of California, Berkeley, CA. 
PUBLICATIONS [<R> = refereed] (selection)
Books

Identity, Place, and Subversion in Contemporary Mizrahi Cinema in Israel.  The University of Michigan Press, 2013.  R
Articles and Chapters
“Failing Intersectionality: Gender, Ethnicity, and Religious Traditions in Recent Israeli Films.” Quarterly Review of Film and Video (QRFV).) 2019, 36, no. 5: 365-391. R
“Five Broken Cameras and the Metonymic Sixth Camera: Time, Narrative, and Subjectivities in Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi’s 5 Broken Cameras.”  National, International, and Transnational: Israeli Cinema Beyond its Borders.  Rachel S. Harris and Dan Chyutin, eds. Indiana University Press. [Forthcoming] R
“Eyes Wide Open.” The Global Encyclopedia of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer History. 2019: 495-500. R
“From Chahine’s Alexandria…Why to Salata Baladi and Jews of Egypt: Rethinking Egyptian Jews’ Cosmopolitanism, Belonging, and Nostalgia in Cinema.”  Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication (MJCC).  2014 (Fall), 7, no. 3: 351-375. R
"The Burden of Self-Representation: Reflections on Shḥur and Its Legacy for Contemporary Mizrahi Films in Israel."  Journal of Levantine Studies.  2012, 2, no. 2 (Winter): 39-62.   R
“Trajectories of Mizrahi Cinema” in Israeli Cinema: Identities in Motion.  Yaron Peleg and Miri Talmon-Bohm, eds., 2011.  University of Texas Press, 120-133.  R
"The Hilarity of Evil: The Terrorist Drama in Israeli and Palestinian Films."  The State of the Arts in the Middle East."  Special edition of The Middle East Institute, "Viewpoints" series, May 2009, 40-44.
“Victimhood, Protest, and Agency in Contemporary Mizrahi (Arab-Jewish) Films in Israel.”  Scope, 8, June 2007 (27 pages).  R 
Reviews of Identity, Place, and Subversion in Contemporary Mizrahi Cinema in Israel (selection)
 
Journal of Modern Jewish Studies, (Rachel Harris, 15:3, pp. 529–530, 2016) 

The International Journal of Middle East Studies (Orit Bashkin, 47:2, 395-397, 2015)


Association for Jewish Studies Review (Naomi Sokoloff, 38:1, 153-154, 2014, 




http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0364009414000075)

Book and Film Reviews  

“Thematic and Hermeneutics in Four Recently Published Books on Middle Eastern/Arab 
Cinema”:
· Roy Armes. New Voices in Arab Cinema.  Bloomington: Indiana University 


Press, 2015.

· Gayatri Devi and Najat Rahman, eds. Humor in Middle Eastern Cinema. Detroit: 


Wayne State University Press, 2014.

· Josef Gugler, ed. Ten Arab Filmmakers: Political Dissent & Social Critique. 


Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2015. 

· Kamran Rastegar. Surviving Images: Cinema, War, and Cultural Memory in the 


Middle 
East.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Review of Middle Eastern Studies (RoMES), 2016, 50:1, 58-66

“Iraq N’ Roll,” Gili Gaon (filmmaker). Review of Middle East Studies (RoMES), 2014, 48:1&2, 44-45.

“Identity Politics on the Israeli Screen,” Yosefa Loshitzky (author). The Journal of Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, 2007, 27:2.
INVITED ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS (selection)
Fall 2018: “Rethinking Egyptian Jews’ Cosmopolitanism, Belonging, and Nostalgia in Cinema.” Public talk at The University of Virginia at Charlottesville, Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Spring 2018: “Arabs and Mizrahi Jews in Contemporary Israeli Cinema: Alliances and Discord.”  Public talk at the Jewish Studies Program at Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut.
Fall 2017: “Rethinking Egyptian Jews’ Cosmopolitanism, Belonging, and Nostalgia: Egyptian Cinematic Perspectives,” in the conference "Jews in Muslim Majority Countries – History and Prospects.“  Conference was jointly convened by the W. Michael Blumenthal Academy of the Jewish Museum Berlin and the Research Network Re-Configurations at Philipps-Universität Marburg, in cooperation with the Center for Jewish Studies Berlin-Brandenburg and “Europe in the Middle East - The Middle East in Europe” (EUME). Berlin, Germany.
Spring 2017: Keynote speaker: “The Limits of the Cosmopolitan Discourse: The Case of the Jew in Egyptian Cinema,” in the seminar “Alternative Cosmopolitanisms: Transnational Solidarities from the Margins.” Tufts University, Medford, MA.

Spring 2017: “Ronit Elkabetz: The Defiant Voice of a Mizrahi Woman in Israeli Cinema,” in the symposium “A Film of Her Own: Women in Israeli Cinema.” University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 

Fall 2016: “Ronit Elkabetz: The Defiant Voice of a Mizrahi Woman in Israeli Cinema.”  Talk in conjunction of the screening of “The Trilogy of Viviane.”  University of Texas at Austin.
Spring 2014: “The Ethno-Religious Juncture in Contemporary Israeli Cinema: Historical and Ethical Perspective.” Plenary session at the “Jewish Religious and Philosophical Ethics” symposium.  University of Nebraska, Omaha.  
Fall 2013: “Time and Space in Mizrahi Cinema: The Limits of the Zionist Reach.”  

Inaugural Israel Studies Conference “The Zionist Ideal in Israeli Culture: Dream and Reality,” Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.
Fall 2013: “The Periphery: Time and Space in the Films of the Sapir College Students,” The Sapir Academic College, Israel.

Fall 2012: “Fissures in the Collective National Narrative and the Privatization of Memory in Contemporary Israeli Cinema.”  The Marian Miner Cook Athenaeum speaker series, Claremont-McKenna College, Claremont , CA.

Spring 2012: “Israeli Culture: Collective Dreams; Shattered Identities.”  The International Studies Seminar Speakers' Series at Illinois State University, Bloomington-Normal, IL.
Spring 2011: "Home in Israeli and Palestinian Cinema.” In conjunction with the International Film Festival at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA.

Fall 2010: "The Holocaust in Israeli Cinema.”  Invitation by the German Program, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC.
Spring 2010: "Mizrahi Identities in Contemporary Israeli Cinema."  UNC Center for School Leadership Development seminar— “Being Jewish in the Modern World.” The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.

Fall 2009: “The Hilarity of Evil: The Terrorist Drama in Contemporary Middle Eastern Cinema.”  Guest speaker/panelist, “The Guests of BJ:  A Conference Honoring the Life and Work of BJ Fernea,” The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX.

Fall 2009: "The Allure of Terrorism in Middle Eastern Cinema." UNC Center for School Leadership Development seminar— “Perceptions of the Middle East.”  The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.

Spring 2009: “Where is the Ethnic in Israeli ‘Ethnic’ Cinema?”  Invitation by the Department of Middle East and South Asian Languages and Cultures, The University of Virginia at Charlottesville, Charlottesville, VA.

 REFEREED CONFERENCE PRESENTAIONS (selection)

Fall 2019: “Home, Nostalgia, and Post‐Memory in the Films of Second and

Third Generation Iraqi‐Jewish Immigrants.”  In the conference “The Jews of Iraq – Engagement with Modernities,” September 16-18, 2019 at SOAS, London, UK.
Fall 2019: “Witnessing, Steadfastness, and Agency: The National Cartoon Figures of the Israeli Srulik and the Palestinian Handhala.” Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.

June 2019: “Failing Intersectionality: Gender, Ethnicity, and Religious Traditions in Recent Israeli Films.” “Bli Ayin Ha’ra”—Conference on Mizrahiyut (Mizrahiness) in Cinema and Media. Tel Aviv University, Israel. 
June 2019: “Srulik and Handala: The National Cartoon Figures of Israel and Palestine” 

in the panel “Photography, Drawing, and Painting a Contested Land.”  The Association for Israel Studies (AIS) 35th Annual Meeting, Kinneret Academic College, Israel.
November 2018: “Mizrahi Women in Current Israeli Cinema and Literature: Bifurcation and Intersectionality of Gender and Ethnicity.” Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX.

November 2016: “The Egyptians Are Coming: Cinematic and Literary Incursions from Israel’s Southern Neighbor” in the panel “Audiences, Circuits, and Contested Identities in Film and Television from the Middle East.”  Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

June 2016: “5 Broken Cameras” and the Sixth One: Time, Sumud (steadfastness), and Subjectivities,” in the panel “Bi-Focal: Transnational Lenses.”  The Association for Israel Studies (AIS) 32th Annual Meeting, Yad Ben-Zvi and Begin Center, Jerusalem, Israel.
November 2014: “Rethinking Jewish Cosmopolitanism, Belonging, and Nostalgia in the Post-1952 Revolution Egyptian Cinema,” in the panel “Identities and Minorities in Egypt.”  Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, Washington DC.

June 2014: “Time and Space in Mizrahi Cinema: The Limits of the Zionist Reach,”  

in the panel “The Immigrant Towns as a Microcosm of Israel’s History and Society.”  The Association for Israel Studies (AIS) 30th Annual Meeting, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Sede Boqer/Yeruham, Israel.
October 2013: “The Ethno-Religious Juncture: An Emerging Trend in Young Mizrahi Cinema,” in the panel “Periphery and Identity: Ethnicity, Nationalism, and Religion in Mizrahi Popular Culture.”  Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.

November 2012: “Corrective Histories: The Ashkenazi Benchmark of Mizrahi Memory in Cinema,” in the panel “State, Society and Identity in the Cinema.”  Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, Denver, CO.

July, 2010: “ ’At the End of the World’: The Periphery in Israeli Cinema,” in the panel “Chronotopes in Israeli and Palestinian Art.”  World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCMES), Barcelona, Spain.  (Also, panel organizer.)

 
FILM AND VIDEO PRODUCTIONS (selection)
2008: Co-director and co-editor, Agua for Life, a one-hour documentary on water management and wastewater risks in communities along the U.S.- Mexican border.   Sponsors: The LBJ School of Public Affairs at The University of Texas at Austin, NADBank, and The Border Environmental Cooperation Commission  (BECC). 
1994:  Director and editor, The Road to Peace: Israelis and Palestinians, a one-hour documentary shot in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza.  Partial funding by The Ford Foundation and The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  [Hebrew, Arabic, and English.]  Distributor: First Run/Icarus Films, N.Y.
1988: Producer, director and editor, Pilgrimage of Remembrance: Jews in Poland. Partial fulfillment of the requirements for M.A. Degree.  [Polish, Yiddish, English, and Hebrew.]  Distributor:  Ergo Media, N.J.
AWARDS, GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, AND LEAVES (selection) 
2016-2019: Several small research and course development grants ($800 to $2,000) from the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies and the Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies (The Duke-UNC Consortium for Middle East Studies).
Fall 2018: Research and Study Faculty Leave.
2016: Academic Excellence Award, the Institute for the Arts and Humanities, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.  
Summer 2014:  Panel discussion at the international Festival Kolnoa Darom (Cinema South Film Festival) in honor of the book publication Identity, Place, and Subversion in contemporary Mizrahi Cinema in Israel. Sderot, Israel.
2013: ACLS/SSRC/NEH International and Area Studies Fellowship, 2013-14, for the research project “Neighboring Identities: The Jew in Arab Cinema.”  

2013:  Stanford Humanities Center fellowship, 2013-14, for the book project “Neighboring Identities: The Jew in Arab cinema.”  Declined. 
Spring 2012: Publication grant for Identity, Place, and Subversion in Contemporary Mizrahi Cinema in Israel, The University Research Council, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.  

Spring 2011: The Institute for the Arts and Humanities (IAH) Fellowship, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.
Fall 2010: Research and Study Faculty Leave.
Summer 2009: Fellow at the Schusterman Center’s Summer Institute for Israel Studies, Brandeis University and Israel.  
Spring and Summer 2004:  The David L. Boren Graduate Fellowship, National Security Education Program (NSEP) for the study of advanced Arabic.  
Fall 2004:  Recipient of the student organization Texas Blazers’ Teaching Award.  University of Texas at Austin.
Summer 2003: Project co-investigator with Dr. Esther Raizen. A three-year DOE allocation for the development of an on-line testing module in Hebrew.  

Summer 2002:  Title VI. FLAS fellowship for the study of Arabic at The University of Washington Summer Institute, Seattle, WA.  

Films: Recognitions and Awards
Pilgrimage of Remembrance: Jews in Poland.  Producer, director, and editor. 



June 1992:  Honorable Award, American Film & Video Festival, Chicago, Illinois. 



September 1991: CINE Eagle Award, Washington DC. 
The Struggle for Peace: Israelis and Palestinians. Production manager.



March and April, 1992: Broadcast on PBS stations nationwide.
Dancing Braille.  Director and editor: 



May 1984:  Second prize in the Israeli Short Movie Competition, Tel Aviv, Israel.

 

February 1984: Broadcast nationally on Israel Educational Television, Israel.
TEACHING


Courses Taught at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Arab Jews: Culture, Community, and Co-existence (ASIA 357/JWST 357/PWAD 362)
Language, Exile, and Homeland in Zionist Thought and Practice (HEBR 436/JWST436)

Beyond Hostilities: Israeli-Palestinian Exchanges and Collaborations in


Cinema, Literature, and Music (ASIA 425/JWST 425/PWAD 425

The Cinemas of the Middle East and North Africa (ASIA 435/PWAD 435)

Israeli Cinema: Nation, Gender, and Ethnicity (ASIA 235/JWST 235/PWAD 235)
First-Year Seminar: Israeli Culture and Society: Collective Memories; Fragmented Identities (ASIA 60/JWST 60)


 Asia: An Introduction (ASIA 150)

Third-Year Hebrew (language classes, HEBR 305 & 306)

Film Culture in the Global Context (CMPL 144)
Courses Taught at The University of Texas at Austin 

Israeli and Palestinian Cinema 

Israeli Cinema and Television 
Film Adaptations of Israeli Literature 

Media in Israel 

Jerusalem in Israeli Literature and Cinema 

Social and Ethnic Israeli Cinema 
Hebrew Via Popular Culture (a language class)

First- and second-year Hebrew (language classes)

Doctoral Committees


Michael Rulon, Dept. of English and Comparative Literature. Pornographies of War: Violence, 
Eroticism, and Communal Healing in Women's Literature of Postcolonial Warfare. (UNC, 
committee member.)  [Defended in Fall 2012]


Joseph Gindi, Dept. of Religious Studies. Syrian Jewish Religious Practice and the Transformation 


from Traditionalism to Orthodoxy. (UNC, committee member.)  


[In progress]
Martin Isleem, Dept. of Middle Eastern Studies.  Language Attitude and Language Change 

among Palestinian Druze in Israel.  (The University of Texas at Austin, committee member.)
 
[Defended in 2011]

Daniel Gilman, Dept. of Anthropology.  After Umm Kulthum: Female Pop Singers, Gendered Citizenship, and National Identity in Egypt. (University of Texas, committee member.) [Defended in 2010]
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION
Israel Studies


2018-19: a member of the search committee for an Associate Professorship in Modern Israeli historical and cultural studies at the Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

2014-2015: Program Committee, Association of Israel Studies (AIS), Annual conference, the Azrieli Institute of Israel Studies at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada.

External Program Evaluator and Tester


2013-18 Assessment and testing of Hebrew students at Davidson College, Davidson, NC.

March 2008: Assessed the Hebrew program at CUNY-Queens and drafted a 
proposal for curriculum restructuring.  (Queens, NY.)

Manuscript and Grant Proposal Reviews


Book manuscript for Resling Publishing, Israel. 2012.

Article for Borderlands e-journal. 2010.

Evaluation of a research proposal for Israel Science Foundation (ISF). 2010.

Book manuscript for University of Illinois Press. 2009.
Presenter and Discussant in Colloquia, Seminars, and Workshops

2010:  Roundtable discussion with Arab Journalists on the media’s role in a democracy.  Alliance of Civilizations International Fellowship Program, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (panelist).

2010:  “Global Moving Images,” The Interdisciplinary Program in Cinema at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (discussant).

2009:  “The Politics of Representation: Documentary and Identity.”  Roundtable discussion.  The Department of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Duke University, Durham, NC, (panelist). 

2009:  “Trends in Contemporary Mizrahi Cinema,” at “Inside Jewish Studies at Carolina” board meeting.  The Carolina Center for Jewish Studies, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (presenter).
2004:  “Liminality, Identity, and Agency: The Mizrahi in Contemporary Israeli Cinema.”  Yom Iyun (Day of Study), The Hebrew Union College, Jerusalem, Israel, (presenter).

2000:  “The Absence of Power and the Power of Absence: The Woman Soldier in Israeli Cinema,” at The Judaism and Islam Cross-Currents conference, The University of Texas at Austin, (presenter).
1999:  “Under the Domim Tree: A Case Study of the Representation of the Holocaust in Israeli Cinema,” Yom Limud (Day of Learning) program, San Antonio, TX (presenter). 

1999:  “Open Forum on Iranian Cinema,” The Texas Association of Middle Eastern Studies (TAMES), Texas Southern University, Houston, TX (discussant).

1996:  “Recent Developments in Israeli Media.” Texas Association of Middle Eastern Studies (TAMES), Austin, TX, (presenter).

1996:  “Objectivity, Balance, and Fairness: Issues of Representation in Documentary Filmmaking.” Colloquium series, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, The University of Texas at Austin, (presenter).

1995:  “Issues of Representation in the Documentary The Road to Peace: Israelis and Palestinians.” Texas Film Faculty Society, The University of Texas at Austin, (presenter).

1994:  “The Politics of Translation: Subtitling Israeli Films,” at the conference “Translating Middle Eastern Languages”, The University of Texas at Austin (presenter).

1994:  “The Aftermath of the Oslo Peace Accord.” Learning Activities for Mature People (LAMP), The University of Texas at Austin, (presenter).

1993:  “The Holocaust in Israeli Cinema.” Holocaust Seminar, The University of Texas at Austin, (presenter).

Invited Lectures for the Public

Dec. 2017: Discussion of the film “When Pigs Have Wings” (Arabic, English, and Hebrew). Highland Park Conservative Temple and Center, Highland Park, NJ (via skype).

Dec. 2017:  Introduction and discussion of the documentary (in Hebrew) “Dimona Twist” Hebrew). The Chapel Hill Kehillah Synagogue, CH, NC.

Oct. 2017: “Jews of Arab Lands: Culture and Lived Experience.” The Triangle Seminar for Jewish Studies at the National Humanities Center, Durham, NC.

2010:  Guest speaker at the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Atlanta, GA.  (Introducing the Festival’s new Israeli films.)

2010:  “Ethnicities in Israeli Cinema and Society.”  The Revson Speaker Series at Temple Israel, Charlotte, NC.

2009:  "Israeli Cinema: Memory and Identity."  Triangle Seminar for Jewish Studies, National Humanities Center, in the Research Triangle Park, NC.

2008:  “The Bourekas Genre and its Legacy.” Guest speaker, The 12th New York Sephardic 
Jewish Film Festival, NY, NY.
2001:  Guest speaker at La Semana de Cine Israelí, 2001, Mexico City.  Interviewed by reporters and film critics of Mexican newspapers and magazines, including, Reforma, Excélior and La Jornada,. Interviews on television and radio stations, including, Canal 22, Canal 11, Cita Con La Cultura, Radio Centro and Antena Radio.  Also, speaker at three press conferences in conjunction with the festival.  This event was organized and sponsored by Cineteca Nacional and the Israeli Embassy in Mexico City.  

2001:  Screening and discussion of The Road to Peace: Israelis and Palestinians at Menorah, The Boulder Center for Adult Jewish Education, Boulder, CO.

2001:  Screening and discussion of The Road to Peace: Israelis and Palestinians, at the Synagogue of the Summit, Silverthorne, CO.

1999:  “The Films of Assi Dayan:  A Unique Perspective on Israeli Cinema.” Opening night at the Israeli Film Festival, Houston, TX.  

1999:  “Contemporary Israeli Cinema:  Renegotiating ‘self’ and ‘other.’ ” Closing night at the Jewish Film Festival, Dallas, TX. 

1996:  “Media and Politics in Israel:  From Visions to Provisions” and “In the Aftermath of Israeli Elections: The Future of the Peace Process.” Lectures to members of the National Interest Forum, Jacksonville, FL.
1996:  The Road to Peace: Israelis and Palestinians. Screening and discussion.  The Hebrew Speaking Professional Organization, Houston, TX.

1995:  “Contemporary Israeli Cinema: The Question of Identity.” The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX.

Curator/Organizer of Film Festivals
2015-16: Organizer of “The Department of Asian Studies Film Series: Transnational Connections of Language and Culture” (with Afroz Taj and Gang Yue). The series consists of seven films, each is set in more than one country or region and employs more than one Asian language. 
Spring 2012: Organizer of “Egyptian Jewish Cinematic Encounters.”  This Spring semester film series consisted of the screenings of seven films with filmmakers in attendance, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
2005-2008: Organizer of the Middle East Film Series, University of Texas at Austin.  A bi-weekly event featuring Middle Eastern and North African Cinema.

Spring 2005: Festival director of “The Mizrahi in Israeli Literature and Cinema.”  The event consisted of lectures and a film festival. Guests included filmmaker Avi Nesher (Israel), author, filmmaker, and social activist Sami Shalom Chetrit (CUNY-Queens), and scholar Ella Shohat (NYU).  Austin, TX.

April 2003: Festival Director of “A Showcase of Israeli Cinema: The Films of Judd Ne’eman.”  Filmmaker and scholar Ne’eman was the Festival guest.  The event included a public screening and a discussion of two of Dr. Ne’eman’s feature films, a lecture titled “The Combat Wound in Israeli Cinema,” and a discussion with graduate students in Middle Eastern Studies and the Department of Radio-Television-Film.  Austin, TX.
Spring 2000: Festival director, “Jewish Life in Morocco, Tunisia, and Spain:  A Retrospective of Haim Shiran’s Films.”  Austin, TX.

Spring 1998:  Festival director and guest-speaker at Milwaukee's week-long “Festival of Modern Israeli Film,” sponsored by The University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee.  
Spring 1997: Festival director of “Austin's 1997 Israeli Film Festival:  A Showcase of Contemporary Cinema.” The University of Texas at Austin.  Festival included six full-length films, ten shorts, and lectures by a guest speaker—Israeli filmmaker Dan Wolman.
Summer 1993:  Festival director of “Lens on the Middle East: Summer 1993 Film Festival.” The University of Texas at Austin.

Department Committees & Related Duties (Asian Studies, the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill)

Coordinator and advisor of the Hebrew program (2008-present)

Various Hiring and reappointments committees for the Hebrew, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and the Japanese programs (2008-present)  

Graduate planning committee (Chair, 2018-19). 

Ad-hoc, teaching assistant policies (Chair, Fall, 2017).

Post-tenure review (PTR) - Prof. Li-ling Hsiao (Fall 2017).

Promotion to Teaching Professor. Ms. Yuki Aratake (2017-18).

Promotion to Teaching Associate Professor. Ms. Doria El Kerdany (2017-18).

Persian Studies search committee (2015-2016)

Curriculum committee (2008 to 2010)

Senior Lecturer Promotion Committee (Spring 2012)

Department EEO officer (Spring 2012)

Advisor and study-abroad credit transfer evaluator for the Asia Interdisciplinary major (Fall 

2011)

“Small programs” co-coordinator (2009-10)

Highest Honors Thesis Review Committee (Spring 2010)

Co-advisor, Interdisciplinary major (Fall 2009)

College Committees and Related Duties (the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill)

Steering committee: The Carolina Center for Jewish Studies (2008 to present)

Advisory board: The Carolina Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies (2008 to present) 

Advisory Board, Global Cinema Minor (2012 to present)

Faculty liaison for the UNC chapter of the student organization “One Voice” (2018-19)
Co-organizer of the UNC Jewish Studies Graduate Seminar (2009-10 academic year)

Pre-dissertation Research Travel Award committee, The Center for Global Initiatives (Spring 


2010)

Public events committee: The Carolina Center for Jewish Studies (2008-09 academic year)

College Committees (The University of Texas at Austin)

Publication committee, The Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas (2003 to 2008).

Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) committee, The Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas (2006 to 2008).

Search committee for a Visiting Professor in Israel Studies.  The Department of Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas (2006).

Admission committee of incoming graduate students, The Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas (2006).

Community Outreach (the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill)

April 2010: Screening of My Israel with Israeli filmmaker Yulie Cohen in attendance (co-organizer).

October 2009: Screening of Lehem (Bread) with Israeli filmmaker Ram Loevy in attendance (organizer, in association with Duke University).

April 2009: Screening of Voices from Al-Sayed with Israeli filmmaker Adomi Leshem in attendance (organizer, in association with Duke University).

October 2008: “A Celebration of Two Lives: Mahmud Darwish, Poet, 1942-2008; Youssef Chahine, Filmmaker, 1926-2008.”  Memorial event included film screening and poetry reading (co-organizer).

Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI) and Testing
On-line Originally-Produced Video Instructional Materials for Beginners and Intermediate Level Hebrew Students:

A short documentary: “Five Generations – The Story of a Jewish Iraqi Family.”                            http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/anchors/generations.shtml

Two short films on the Israeli dance companies Inbal and Kol Dmama.
http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/heblang/dance.shtml

“Hebrew Language at UT” – a set of interviews with Hebrew students, teaching assistants, and with the program coordinator. 




http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/spr2002/index.html
Interviews with Israeli children from a variety of ethnic backgrounds.



http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/heblang/children.shtml
“Hebrew as a Second Language”: A set of interviews with people originally from Canada, El Salvador, Mexico, Romania, Russia, and the U.S. 


http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/heblang/sll.shtml
Interviews with Israeli anchors and reporters on the subject of “Hebrew in the Media.” http://www.laits.utexas.edu/hebrew/anchors/index.shtml

Language Testing and Evaluation:



2007-09: Hebrew test reviewer for the Defense Language Institute (DLI), 




Monterey, CA.

2001 Developing an on-line module for Hebrew testing (phases I & II).  

The module consists of a Web site where students of Modern and Biblical Hebrew take class tests and submit assigned homework electronically. (With Dr. Esther Raizen, UT-Austin.)

1997-2001: Member of the SAT II Committee for Modern Hebrew Test Developing. (Educational Testing Service / The College Board, NJ.)

Affiliations at UNC

Asian Studies (home department)

Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies (steering committee)

Carolina Center for Jewish Studies

Comparative Literature (adjunct professor)

Global Cinema Studies (steering committee)
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