Guide to Self-Assessment in Japanese Language Skills
Students entering UNC-Chapel Hill with some background in the Japanese language who
wish to continue studying the language here need to find the class best suited to their skill level.
The official way to do this is via the Japanese placement exam. Information on when the exam is
given and how to sign up for it can be found on the Department of Asian Studies website:
http://asianstudies.unc.edu/placement.

Often, however, you may not have a chance to take the placement test before registering
for classes (for instance, if it is not offered during your CTOPS session). In the meantime, you can
sign up for a Japanese language class by using this guide to assess your Japanese skills on your
own. Often students do a good job of self-assessment. This guide does not take the place of the
placement test, which is required, but it will help you to probably register for the right class.

We have provided below samples of work completed by the end of each semester in years
1-3 of Japanese language classes at UNC-Chapel Hill. Read through these to figure out which level
fits you best and sign up for the appropriate class. The official placement test will help us make
sure that you are in precisely the right class, so don’t worry that your self-assessment may not be
as accurate.

1°t year Japanese
JAPN 101 [First semester of first-year Japanese. Offered only in Fall semester.]

JAPN 102 [Second semester of first-year Japanese. Offered only in Spring semester.]

This is a list of tasks which are covered in JAPN 101. If you can perform all tasks below,

you are probably ready for JAPN 102. If not, you probably should start in JAPN 101.

Listening and speaking
1. Discuss your weekly schedule in present and past tense.
2. Greeting and introducing oneself (name, age, year in school, major, and coming from)

3. Ask and understand time, telephone numbers, days, weeks, months, years, price, menu, and directions.

Writing
1. Write all hiragana, katakana, and at least 60 kaniji.
2. Discuss your weekly schedule in present and past tense.

3. Write a letter to friends

Reading
1. Recognize all hiragana, katakana, and at least 60 kanji.
2. Understand simple sentences and paragraphs.


http://asianstudies.unc.edu/placement

Grammar

1. Verb long form (Masu) conjugation

2. Adjective long form conjugation

3. Te-form for Verbs

4. Invite someone.  (FEHA D)

5. Describe where things are.

6. Suggest a plan of action. (£L x5/ F£L X 575

7. Ask for permission  (THWWTH/ TEWTEEA/ THWNTT D)
8. Explain the reason (72 %)

2"! year Japanese
JAPN 203 [First semester of 2nd-year Japanese. Offered only in Fall semester.]

JAPN 204 [Second semester of 2nd-year Japanese. Offered only in Spring semester.]

This is a list of tasks which are covered in JAPN 102. If you can perform all tasks below, you
are probably ready for JAPN 203.

Listening and speaking
1. Talking about families, describing appearance, making a plan, traveling, and health condition.
2. Counting people.

Writing
1. Write all hiragana, katakana, and at least 145 kaniji.
2. Write a diary.

Reading
1. Recognize all hiragana, katakana, and at least 145 kaniji.
2. Understand simple sentences and paragraphs.

Grammar

1. Verb conjugation (long form, short form, and te form)

2. Adjective conjugation (long form, short form, and te form)
3. Purpose for going, coming, and returning.

4. Action in progress  (TW &)

5. Quotations.

6. Request that someone refrain from doing something.

7. Simple noun modifications with nouns and verbs.

8. Comparison.



9. Intend to do

(2H 0 TY)
10. Become + nouns / adjectives
11. Want to do

12. Describe the experience (Z & 23 %

13. Making a guess or a prediction

(72 %)
(2T T o T ET)

D ET)

(CTLx9)

14. Must / necessary to do something (72 < H oW EHA)

15. Giving advice / had better
16. Too much

§ Please read the Japanese text below without a dictionary and then answer the four
questions in red posed at the top of this section.
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Japanese).
1. Canyou read kanji used in the text?
2. Do you know most (85-90%) of the vocabularies in the I:I ?
3. Do you understand the underlined grammar/patterns?
4. Do you understand more than 75 % of the text?

A

FUSTERICT 2 LK, BERBIBEESTKRETLE, XZFOK, BEXFEZ 2 £/ @EL

TEWAA

U, BAOTZAZL<REVWLELE, TEAXRICITO2 1S5, BAAOBAFN IR IET, EAEA

DASBAI2EATY, BRICKBHIC, E2 L BEFEZMBINERA2/2TT, BEAILKTIH S, EBH

=

A

ri

L

A Z

TLEZRBASHUVWEFZHREBLEL L, FELTHEAREZBAV T, A5BVEFZ / —KMIEVLT,

®TEE

LL« Ls

oL

BTHANEL L, BERFOMT

FoL

ER<FHARL 2o (BIE

MEEBHELE, BAPRTAE. BREIA LT

TAT

25

Lk, |[RiE

RKAD

WZZE2<2E@FSHVL, &

NFEFEBZDT,

BEXYICODVWTEVNTVS

ICBRBDEB2IZATIAN,

MIDRESHERY EFICBRYSR

5

ELO2ERE, MEREIRVB<SBESIHIHEBATT, TAUAADORER, &<FICH

5

SEVRLE, TORERILSN—FT1—

iz

ENTIT2TYKNT, Eh




L&dAL &

WEBERAZ B M LTLKAELESN, WOEMIHLLLB2TLEL2T, bFUFEBEEATLE, TE

ZAE

SE. ARADOREBERETERICIT2THEVTT, ThIZ, PAXUVAOEZE2ERFELTIHITFT,

TFRIVADCEZESDEH>TESVEVWTT,

3rd year Japanese
JAPN 305 [First semester of 3rd-year Japanese. Offered only in Fall semester.]
JAPN 306 [Second semester of 3rd-year Japanese. Offered only in Spring semester.]

If you can read the passage below without a dictionary, you’re ready for 305.
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% If you can read the passage below without a dictionary, you’re ready for 306.
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4th or 5th Year Japanese Courses

Below is a sample paragraph from a short story used in an advanced class. If

you can read this with a dictionary, you’re probably ready for 4th or 5th year
% Japanese. If you can read this easily without a dictionary, your level of fluency %
§ may be too high to benefit from a U.S. college-level advanced Japanese course: %

Paragraph One
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Paragraph Two
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