Guide to Self-Assessment in Chinese Language Skills

Students entering UNC-Chapel Hill with some background in the Chinese language who
wish to continue studying the language here need to find the class best suited to their skill level.
The official way to do this is via the Chinese placement exam. Information on when the exam is
given and how to sign up for it can be found on the Department of Asian Studies website:

http:// asianstudies.unc.edu/placement

Often, however, you may not have a chance to take the placement test before registering
for classes (for instance, if it is not offered during your CTOPS session). In the meantime, you can
sign up for a Chinese language class by using this guide to assess your Chinese skills on your own.
Often students do a good job of self-assessment. This guide does not take the place of the
placement test, which is required, but it will help you to probably register for the right class.

In the Chinese language program, there is a special track—an accelerated sequence—
for those who have learned some Chinese at home or elsewhere and can speak some Chinese, but
cannot read and write. CHIN 111 is the first course of the accelerated sequence, focused on
reading and writing. Students who place into CHIN 111 can satisfy the foreign language
requirement by taking only two courses, CHIN 111 and CHIN 212.

The regular course sequence is CHIN 101 => 102 => 203 => 204 => 305 => 306 => more
advanced courses. The accelerated sequence, for those with background in spoken Chinese, is
CHIN 111 => 212 => 313 => 414 => more advanced courses. Your initial placement in Chinese
will determine which sequence you follow from then on.

We have provided below samples of work completed by the end of each semester in years
1-3 of Chinese language classes at UNC-Chapel Hill. Read through these to figure out which level
fits you best and sign up for the appropriate class. The official placement test will help us make
sure that you are in precisely the right class, so don’t worry that your self-assessment may not be
as accurate.

1*t year Chinese
CHIN 101 [First semester of first-year Chinese. Offered only in Fall semester.]
CHIN 102 [Second semester of first-year Chinese. Offered only in Spring semester.]

CHIN 111 [First semester of first-year Chinese in the accelerated sequence.

Offered only in Fall semester.]

% This is a list of tasks which are covered in CHIN 101. If you can perform all
tasks below, you are probably ready for CHIN 102. If not, you probably should
start in CHIN 101. If you can perform listening and speaking tasks below but
not writing or reading, you are probably ready for CHIN 111.




Listening and speaking
1. Exchange basic greetings and introduce oneself and others (name, age, year in school, nationality,
family and professions).
2. Ask and understand time, numbers, days, weeks, months, years, set up plans for and appointments.
3. Say and ask about one’s hobbies, host guests at home and ask for a favor.
4. Comment on one’s performance or house and talk on the phone.
Writing
1. Write about 220 characters.
2. Write and translate sentences.
Reading
1. Recognize about 220 characters.
2. Understand simple sentences and paragraphs.
Grammar
1. Question forms M4, i&/&, A-not-A, EA4, W
2. Adverbs A~, 1, &, #, 4, K, H
3. Particles 1y, M, T
4. Measure words
5.Verbs #&, MY, #k, 4, 2 and modal verbs #H, %, 75
6. Directional and descriptive complements
7. Word order in Chinese and time expressions
8. Adjectives as predicates

9. Pivotal sentences

2"! year Chinese

CHIN 203 [First semester of 2nd-year Chinese. Offered only in Fall semester.]

CHIN 204 [Second semester of 2nd-year Chinese. Offered only in Spring semester.]

CHIN 212 [Second semester of first-year Chinese in the accelerated sequence.
Offered only in Spring semester.]

This is a list of tasks which are covered in CHIN 102. If you can perform all tasks

below, you are probably ready for CHIN 203.

Listening and speaking
1. Talk about school life, do shopping (size, color, price), comment about several means of
transportation.
2. Talk about weather, eat out, ask and give directions.

3. Go to birthday party, describe one’s appearances and see a doctor.



Writing
1. Write about 200 characters
2. Write a letter, diary, a thank-you note and email.
3. Translate sentences and short paragraphs.
Reading
1. Recognize all characters learned (about 420 characters).
2. Understand simple sentences and paragraphs.
Grammar

1. Adverbs g, J&... 1%, X, ZI/b +V, i&,

2. Patternsincluding —i&..—i, BRT...LMAL,, BAR.ATE, 83, WAL, Lk, 2L, SRR
3. Modal verbs fit, &, %,

4. Actionin progress IEfE, We, £

5. Comparative sentences th, #1 /fR... (&) —F, &H,

6. Resultative complements

7. Reduplication of adjectives and verbs

8. Dynamic particle i

9. Negative pattern —... H/#5.. A% ...

10. Direction and location words

11. Verbal phrases and subject-predicate phrases used as attributives
12. Time duration £ A, — ik

13. Times of actions X

14. The beginning of an action using #Z

15. # construction

If you can read the Chinese text below without a dictionary, you are probably
ready for CHIN 212 (second semester of first-year Chinese in the accelerated
é sequence). §

(In simplified characters )

BEIRPA, FRRE R LA, BATEFABIPEM AR, MWD ER R, K
BRI, AR, IR L, A EXNCE ARG A HEE NIRRT Y,
“RpEE Y, RZXHEMAEH. A& A R RS ? 7

THE AR “EFR AR EFEHEE

“ZURAL, EEH.” ML,  MA ik ETES.

MR AP FRE? 7 AN

“AlL AR, BB RSN iR %,

“HF%, TENEZOANWER? 7 AR

“HEIBAENEZA”



(In traditional characters)

BHIRTA, FAFFFEERUAT,  FMER AR PR RS, B R, 3K
BBk, —BIZELD, —BRA, T EECE RS BHERE /N EIT AT R,
RS,  JEE AR, FERISALEA RSN RS 27

WE VIR D “RFE AR A REEE,

“ZSAL,  FEEH. T OSBRSS, M —iRE T ER,

DA B VA R I - 2 7 B/ NE R,

“EIGREN,  IBOCFSERERY AR, T A,

“wrEs,  TEINAZAELER 2”7 FFEFE,

R T E 2,

; Please read the Chinese text below without a dictionary and then answer the four %
questions in red posed at the top of this section. If your answers are “yes” to all four
questions, you are probably ready for Chinese 204 (second semester of second-year

Chinese).

1. Canyou read characters used in the text?

2. Do you know most (85-90%) of the vocabularies in the I:I ?
3. Do you understand the underlined grammar/patterns?
4

. Do you understand more than 75 % of the text?

(In simplified characters )

SREFAK, B THE, SR T E RS, B a%ﬂﬁ%'
A, aURmiE e e
HI NSRRI SER SR, FTOMIR B X A S R I, m_%%wa@?o o
el Tk e, Bl Erogiroset e A 0K, o], RrBRed fosek
REWOCE, st Ebex s ams, WEOLRRI RS, iR,

(In traditional characters)

SRREEKR, ST, AEIRE B TSR, TR E SRR ISR

, R R, RO, g ], AR, mREEA
MRS, FTOURENE FEMERSRAF AP, SERBEER O T, HE

%ﬁﬁﬁ%\%\%iﬁ%% BN EGE 21K FE A i3], W AR R K

I, SIS ECE R B, K%E it R[]

_}




3rd year Chinese

CHIN 305 [First semester of 3rd-year Chinese. Offered only in Fall semester.]
CHIN 306 [Second semester of 3rd-year Chinese. Offered only in Spring semester.]
CHIN 313 [First semester of 3rd-year Chinese. Offered only in Fall semester.]

If you can read the passage below without a dictionary, you’re ready for CHIN305 or

CHIN 313. If you speak Chinese at home with your family, choose CHIN 313.

(In simplified characters)

HEANAZ, SRR NECREZ, S TT8E HRAIETEE, A4 HOFRIE SR sl A LA
g, BAAGAR, HorRpERRlE, A BRI s AR A, PERAKR, EE
AT A B RO T A T RO P LA — MR R, IR LA I LA D BRI,
?ﬂiﬂ‘]hﬁ%%K}L, AT Z R ARILAY B AR RURAFRISE, RAMLF, AERANRZS,  Fr
Vi—p A, FRIRERM, —EEERILEFR. BILERE WA, ek E
FRIRZEAR 5 5,

(In traditional characters)

TEIN D%, B AR, i@EscE iR AR, A4 BRI A LA
Mg, PR, HCEETERE, WA SRR R A 4R R, PEBER, Eot
AT RO TR RO T S0 T, Erg VR R A — AR NIRO T, IR A A e D SR
15, T EREIG, MMERIEHE R, IR B ARE S RRRIZE, RREWAR, HIERARZ,
FTL B A, FURIREEr, —ERERFER, IRLHEAMERMES IR, Ak
HRIYR AR ST,

If you can read the passage below without a dictionary, you’re ready for CHIN 306. §

(In simplified characters )

XFh E R FATE )T, NS — e T ST gE, A AN, HESEARLE, TZRYRL
TN E, FTUAMSET BR HBOTE, va 5 AR, IR, IO 713,
HEAHEES- P85 AT G SUERI AR I, TPIELE RS iivad NI AE
NHEEEE, ARBENC AT bk e ) XBARE, B E AR e, (ER— 5T
B, ST LIRGIARARERE, X, BEAREL TERAET N, DPARIRNA A%
KRBIFEM, P95 AL —28, A NZH S BRARNE, FHBEELZ,



(In traditional characters )

B EE R TR, NIIOE — e SR, A ARE A, PRI EEE], "ZRIERUA
a2, FTUAMEE - IR bl T (3, Mve 5 NI R, LAz, MO 3 518,
HEIN B P07 NI S erIiE s, PEIAE EERE TR a5 AR A M AT
FWEEHE, BHIECERATT T L BT ) XA9ARFE, AR, (£ R — B -
R, AT DURGA RN R, SER, PEREE T R, MARIR A EX
KRHICE, V07 Nt —L, G AZH CBRARRNE, SHBEERZ,

4th Year Chinese and up

§ Below are two sample paragraphs from essays used in an advanced class. If §

‘ you can read this with a dictionary, you’re probably ready for 4th or 5th year
Chinese (CHIN 407, CHIN 408, CHIN 414, etc.). If you can read this easily
without a dictionary, your level of fluency may be too high to benefit from our 4th

year language courses of modern Chinese.

Paragraph One ((In simplified characters)

ST R Rk T A R IR G Ak, e R S AR IR, AR E IR R RS
HERS TR, I IR S E S REAREKIFNEE, BE ML EEKE S MR
IKITRE AR AL, R A2 — MR AL A NIRRT, Nz = A A R, TS
SRR G BE, R A T I SRR, A St S O S, A2 G IR T (RN SORS
ESUNEE 25 S B E AR TR

Paragraph One ((In traditional characters)

BT S Ry AR R IROb A, BIEA LR EARIRD, R A AR R EOE
HERTER, Wil PR E S5, SERKERIMNEE, BERL R E B MMER
IKHUAEEAT B, KRS E — P B R R IR AR N, B2l & A Do . 95l
HRARE I, TR R R AR, E S A E B, R G I I A SO
ESUNEIE2 -3 Y1 ATIE S

Paragraph Two ((In simplified characters )

PEIR S G REIAT T RWECEE TR E. &5FaME, MWEPmERNEE, DA
NEATRL, KRERIHFHrEIL T, AR, A%, A8 CRRA, EA s,
TEAS MR EE T TER, AT HONRAM™, FFhEY . R H SRR



AM7E, (EEAANE, $EOWE ERAE THNR, SRA M A B4 T &,
TEAA TEREEN T .

Paragraph Two ((In traditional characters )

TEIRZ MK AT TR R TG, SEEME, EEEAESAES, NAERE
HEEER, RENTESRHEAT, MMTARE. AH. AHCHRAEME, B,
R A BRI BT TR, AT B ORRAAIME, PIMAEE. fRiER CHIEL
AME, RS, BEOB S R A THREME, BRAA Y ERIETAE A THTRIELE,
HEIAA TEREEI T,



