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Dear Alumni and Friends,

[t is my pleasure, as Acting Chair
of Asian Studies in Fall 2007
(while Gang Yue is serving as the
resident director of the Xiamen
Study Abroad program in China),
to update vou on the state of the
DI_].""Irtml_:llt and to share with you
news of the growing demand for
our language and content classes,
the achievements of the faculty,
and our plans for the future.

The move into New West in July
2006 has been accompanied by
significant and unprecedented
growth within the Department
This past year has witnessed the
promotion of Dr. Ryuko Kubota
(lapanese and School of Education)
from Associate to full Professor, as
well as the promotion of Drs. Wen-
dan Li {Chinese) and Nadia Yaqub
(Arabic) from the rank of Assistant
o tenured Associate Professors,
Moreover, the searches conducted

cultures, and literature. In 2006-07,
we had 1516 students enrolled in
our language classes (compared

to 746 in 2003-04), and I have
every reason bo expect that we

will exceed this figure in 2007-08.
The number of majors has also
increased, thanks to the continued
popularity and success of the long-
standing interdisciplinary Asian
Studies track, the concentrations
in Chinese and Japanese, and the
newly approved concentration in
Arab Cultures (the concentration
in South Asian Studies is expected
soon). The number of declared

last year have permitted us to wel- 5%

come five new faculty members:
Dr. Pamela Lothspeich, Assistant
Professor of Hindi-Urdu; three
lecturers in Chinese, Ms. Hang
Fhang, Ms, Yi-hsiu Chen, and Ms,
Melody Park; and one lecturer
in Arabic, Ms, Fatma Assef (who
will join us in Fall 2008). This vear
we are conducting two searches,
one for a lecturer in Japanese and
the other for a tenure-track Assis-
tant Professor in Modern Hebrew
Literature and Israeli Culture. The
Hebrew position is funded in part
by a private gift from the Levine-
Sklut family. This position will be
an especially welcome addition
to the Hebrew program and the
newly established Hebrew minor.

This growth in our faculty al-
lows us to meet the needs of our
majors and the growing demand
for courses in Asian languages,

Study Abroad student Julia Furlong in India, Summer 2007 his

majors has now reached 103 (up
from 64 in 2005-06). We graduated
25 students in 2006-07, and expect
to graduate close to 40 in 2007-08.
Of these students, 10 are writing
honors theses on Asia-related top-
iCs.

In response to this growing in-
terest in Asia, we have added a
significant number of exciting new
courses; Film, Nation, and Identity

in the Arab World; Advanced Top-

ics in Chinese Literature and

Language; Conversational Arabic;
Advanced Reading and Compo-
sition in Chinese; Hindi-Urdu
Poetry in Performance; Geisha
in HI‘E-IZI.':I]"p Fiction, and Fantasy;
Urdu Seript; and Bollywood Cin-
ema. Moreover, we have offered
for the first ime a LAC {Language
Across the Curriculum) section
in Arabic. This weekly discussion
section allows students to use their
Arabic language skills in topics
related to other classes in history,
literature, etc. taken concurrently.
Furthermore, since Dr. Afroz Taj
joined the Department last year,
we are now of-
tering, Elemen-
tary Hindi-LUrdu
through interac-
| tive videoconter-
encing from LINC
to Fayetteville
Slate Liniversity
and MNC Central
Universilty. This
extremely success-
ful class is made
possible through a
major grant from
the LIS Depart-
ment of Education
which has allowed
Dr. Taj to expand
" Loor Inkbo
Hindi" website
{(http:/ /taj.chass.ncsu.edu) and
create “Darvazah: A Door Into
Urdu,” a comprehensive multi-
media, web-delivered, elementary
Urdu language course.

The Department of Asian Studies
continues to play an active role
in promoting study abroad as an
ints hr..'ll part of the UNC experi-

[n 2007, 193 students studied
;LL'-mﬂd in Asia, the most ever in a
single vear. The Department has
been largely responsible for the



creation of many of UNC's initia-
tives in Asia. The first year of the
UNC Summer in India programran
successfully this past summer, un-
der the leadership of Dr. Afroz Taj,
with 20 students, including four
winners of the prestigious Phillips
Ambassador Scholarship.
The 5E Asia Semester pro-
gram had its first run in
Spring of 2007; six UNC
students spent a semester at
Mahidol University in Bang-
kok tocusing on Thai lan-
guage and Southeast Asian
Studies, followed by a three-
week research practicum in
May on Burmese migrant
worker experience in Thai-
land, led by Asian Studies
Professor Kevin Hewison,
John Stewart of the Depart-
ment of Economics will lead
the research practicum in
Spring 2008 to look at health
care systems in Vietnam
and Thailand, The UNC
Summer Program in Tokyo
finished its second year in
2007, again under the lead-
ership of Ms Yuki Aratake,
lecturer in Japanese, This
aoven-week Progranm DHEJ"F
intensive Japanese language
study, a course in Japanese
culture, and homestays with
Japanese families. In sum-
mer 2008, an Anthropol-
ogy faculty member, Chris
Melson, will be the resident
director for the program,
The UMNC Fall Semester in
Xiamen [China) program i
now in its second vear, For Fall
2007, Associate Professor Gang
Yue is leading 18 UNC students
on this program funded in part

bw a 4»Trr'lnr from the { arier/ Woods
Presbyterian China Initiative. In
addition to an intensive Chinese
language program {equivalent

to three semesters at LIMNC), the
program offers two interrelated
field seminars; “Globalization and
Contemporary Chinese Culture,”
taught by Dir. Yue, and “C |'|ﬂ1'lﬁll'lh
Images of ‘Made in China’,” taught
by a sociology professor at Xiamen
University in collaboration with
Dr. Yue. The program also offers

a nine-day excursion in southern
China and a dozen weekend trips

to hastorie sites, museams, facto-
ries, and other business and cul-
tural events.

A new faculty-led study abroad
program in Amman {Jordan) has
aleo been created, and 18 scheduled
for Suinmer 2008, Ascociate Profes-
sor Nadia Yaqub will lead the pro-

Studend Mike Mallal (above) and Arabic lecturer
Masser Isleem (below) at the Aralic Coffee Hour

gram and will offer a class entitled
“Women and Leadership in the

Arab World,” which will include a
service-lea rning componeng,

Ihe Asian Studies faculty contin-
ues to be strong in research and

to gain national and international
prominence. In addition to dozens
of scholarly articles, and too many
co-edited voalumes to list here, the
most notable professional accom-
plishments of the faculty include
four books: Pens, Swords, and the
Springs of Art: The Oral Poetry Duel-
ing of Palestinian Weddings in the
Calilee (Leiden: Brill, 2006) by Dr.
Madia Yaqub; The Efernal Present if
fhe Past: Mustration, Theaker, and

Reading in the Wanli Pertod, 1573-
1619 (Leiden: Brill, 2007) by Dr.
Li-ling Hsiao; The Court of Irtdra and
Hhe Rebirfl of Novtih Intdian Drima
(AnjumanTaraqqi Urdu Hind:
2007} by Dr. Afroz Taj; Working
’viu.u:l'arr?rfﬁ'r Beginners (Washing-
ton, D.C.: Georgetown University
Press, 2000) by Ms. ¥i Zhou {WJth
Lynne Gerber).

Some exciting new ventures
are being planned for Spring
2008, The Hindi-Urdu pro-
gram, in collaboration with
the Center for South Asian
Studies and the Depart-
ment of Urban and Regional
Planning, has organized a
landmark conterence on
"Poverty, ln-_-quﬂlutr. and the
South Asian State” sched-
uled for January 11-12, The
Arabic program, in collabo-
ration with the Department
of Romance Languages and
various area centers at LINC,
is planning an international
interdisciplinary conterence
entitled " Franco-Arab Cul-
tures Today: Developments,
Dialogues, and Challenges”
that will take place on April
17-1%. Another international
conference on “Marketing
Muslim Women” is also
being organized in collabora-
tion with Duke University
and will take place on April
10-12, If vou are in the Cha-
pel Hill area at these times,
please do join us for the
lively debates and conversa-
tions that are sure to take place
during these conferences,

As we witness the gmwth of our
programs, the increase in the
number of students majoring in
Asian Studies, and the tremendous
achievements of our faculty, we
are also noting the areas where

we hope to grow, and they remain
those of our minor language pro-
grams. The Korean program, now
in its second year, and funded by a
gift from the UNC Korean Ameri-
can Student Association, needs
more support in order to become a
sustainable program. The Persian
program continues to grow but is
still taught only by part-time



faculty. We need maore financial
support in order to establish it
more solidly.

[ could not end my report without
|nl’ur|m|11., you of the recent chang-
ez in our administrative staff. Ms.
Pat Maronev, whom many of you
Lmd-::lul:lhi.dl'. erL:rnhL:r_. retired
from the university in June 2007
after 17 years of dedicated service.
Ve tmiss her cheerfulness and
wigdom, but we wish her all the
baet. Me. Lori Harris, who was our
administrative assistant over the
last three vears, has been promoted
as the new Department Managert,
and we now have on board a nc-..x
administrative assistant, Ms, Sara
Beaman, a UNC graduate (class of
2007) with a Japanese minor.

Hetwere instruckor Liceeil Fr.ﬁrfrl.lrl.l.' ﬁ'rnf Hetwew minor Danny Skellini
af the Hebrew Coffee Hour

Sincerely, The University of North Carolina

We would very much like to hear

: y : , at Chapel Hill

trom vou. Please HL‘J'I.L'_i us your (’LL,LQA—JQ Department of Asian Studies
rews, and do not hesitate to con : e

tact us if you have anv questions . CB #3267, New West 113
or requests. And of course, let us -"_ Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3267
know when you are in Chapel Hill ~ Sahar Amer r

for a visit. Acting Chair www.unc.edu/depts/asia
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Make a Gift to Asian Studies

Your gift to Asian Studies supports a number of important initiatives by faculty and students, including out-
side speakers, cultural events, projects by student groups, and faculty travel to pedagogical workshops and
professional conferences.

Please send your contribution to;
The UNC-Chapel Hill Development Office
P.0. Box 309, Chapel Hill, NC, 27514-0309

All contributions are tax-deductible. Thank you for vour support.

Mame

My gift to the Department of Asian Studies Annual Fund is:

3 Personal gift 5
d Company match (if available) + 5
= 5

Method of Payment:

d  Check: Enclosed is my contribution, payable to the Department of Asian Studies
Q Charge: 0OVisa O Mastercard
Card # Expiration !

Signature Date
3 Joint gift with your spouse, Spouse’s name:




-‘.A THE UNIVERSITY
II I| of NORTH CAROLINA
= i = at CHAPEL HILL

Department of Asian Studies
Campus Box 3267

New West 113

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3267
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(Abore) Department Chair Gang Yoe in Xeemen (Chin)
witlt Hiis ywear's Study Abvoad students

{Left top) Kortney Richardson, Johm Labban and Sun Min
Lee participate in a traditional Japarese tea ceremony during
the 2007 Summer Program in Tokye {Japan)

{Left bottor) Sally Beti Moare aiad Sarrin Siwtidh in
Kamnkura, Japan during the 2007 Summer Program



