
 

 

Guide to Self-Assessment in Hindi-Urdu Language Skills 

 

Students entering UNC-Chapel Hill with some proficiency in Hindi-Urdu who wish to 

formally study the language here need to find the class best suited to their skill level. It is important 

that you undertake language instruction at the level that most closely corresponds to your 

proficiency level so that you will be able to make more rapid progress toward acquiring marketable 

proficiency, and if applicable, toward the Hindi-Urdu minor or the South Asian Studies concentration 

of the Asian Studies major. The official way the department determines which course a student 

should take is via the Hindi-Urdu placement exam. Information on when the exam is given and how 

to sign up for it can be found on the Department of Asian Studies website:  

http://asianstudies.unc.edu/placement. 

If you do not have the chance to take the placement exam before registering for classes, 

you can go ahead and register for a Hindi-Urdu language class by using this guide to assess your 

Hindi-Urdu skills on your own, and then take the placement exam later. Simply work through the 

guide, and then register for the class you think best suits you. Fortunately, students often do a good 

job of self-assessment, so don’t worry that your self-assessment may not be accurate. Just answer 

the questions honestly to avoid having to re-register later for a different class that may then be full. 

Please be aware that departmental policy stipulates that instructors are obligated to remove 

students from language classes not suited to them because of their proficiency level. Also, 

instructors must administer the placement exam to determine proper placement for 

students with any background in the language. So although self-assessment cannot take the 

place of the placement exam, which is required, it can help you to register for the right class in the 

meantime. 

 

Special guidelines for students who have lived in India or Pakistan: 

1. If you have taken Hindi or Urdu through all or most of high school (Standards IX-XII)—even if 

the main language of instruction is not Hindi or Urdu—you are probably too advanced for 

Hindi-Urdu courses below the fourth-year level. 

2. If you have lived in a predominantly Hindi-Urdu-speaking area through all or most of middle 

school (Standards VI-XIII)—even if Hindi or Urdu is not your first language—you are probably 

too advanced for Hindi-Urdu courses below the fourth-year level. 

3. If both 1 and 2 are the case, you are probably too advanced for any language course at UNC. 

 

Special guidelines for heritage students: 

1. If you can speak Hindi-Urdu on at least the intermediate level (see section B), but don’t know 

either script (Hindi/devanagari or Urdu/nastaliq), you should probably start with HNUR 220 

(Hindi script) or HNUR 221 (Urdu script). After that, you can take the appropriate level of 

Hindi-Urdu (based on your performance on the placement exam). Note: while devanagari is used 

exclusively in first-year courses, students have a choice of scripts in all subsequent courses. 

2. If you can understand some Hindi-Urdu, but hesitate to speak and don’t know either script, (a 

common occurrence), you may or may not be eligible for HNUR 101. (It will depend on your 

performance on the placement exam.) 

3. If you register for HNUR 101 and are too advanced for it, you will be removed from the course. 

http://asianstudies.unc.edu/placement
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A.  Elementary Hindi-Urdu 

HNUR 101  [First semester of first-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Fall semester.] 

HNUR 102  [Second semester of first-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Spring semester.] 

 

Listening/speaking: 

Below is a list of tasks students should be able to perform by the end of first-year. If you can perform 

all of these tasks, go on to the Reading/writing section. If not, you should probably start in HNUR 101 

or 102. To help determine whether HNUR 101 or 102 is right for you, see the menu of lessons covered 

in first-year: http://taj.chass.ncsu.edu/lessons.html. About twelve lessons are covered each semester. 

 

1. Greet someone and introduce yourself. (Give your name, age,  

year in school, major, and hometown.) 

2. Describe what is in your dorm room or apartment. 

3. Tell a simple story in the past tense. 

4. Describe your plans for the upcoming weekend. 

5. Ask a shopkeeper the price of an item and bargain a little for it. 

6. Listen to the following audio clip. Can you follow at least 80%  

of it?  

http://taj.chass.ncsu.edu/Hindi.Less.22/movies/lesson22WithMovie.html 

 

 

Hint:  

You should probably NOT be 

in HNUR 101-102 if you can 

 Follow a film without 

subtitles 

 Engage in a native-speed 

conversation on basic 

subjects 

 Read a children’s book 

(with at least 80% 

comprehension). 

 

Reading/writing: 

If you can read EITHER of the passages below with at least 80% comprehension (without a 

dictionary), and write a passage of similar quality, you’re probably ready for HNUR 203 or a higher 

course. Go on to section B. If not, see “Special guidelines for heritage students.” Note: you must have 

proficiency in the devanagari (Hindi) script in order to take HNUR 102, as only devanagari is used in 

the first year of instruction. 

 

सलीम : पिताजी यह िीटर हैं । यही ह ैजो मेरे साथ अमरीका से आया ह ै। 

पिताजी : सलीम ज़रा बताओ यह भारत क्या करने आया ह ै। 

सलीम : ये यहााँ anthropology में ररसर्च करने आया ह ै। 

पिताजी : यह anthropology क्या ह ै? 

िीटर : मैं इन्सानों िर रीसर्च कर रहा हाँ । 

पिताजी : आि इन्सानों िर ररसर्च करने भारत क्यों आय ेहैं ? क्या अमरीका में इन्सान नहीं रहते ? 

अगर वहााँ आदपमयों की कमी ह ैतो…  

सलीम : िीटर यह मेरी मााँ हैं । 

यह मेरी मााँ के भाई हैं , पजनको हम मामाजी कहते हैं । 

मााँ के भाई को हम मामा कहते हैं । 

और ये मामा की ित्नी हैं जो हमारी मामी हैं । 

http://taj.chass.ncsu.edu/lessons.html
http://taj.chass.ncsu.edu/Hindi.Less.22/movies/lesson22WithMovie.html
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http://www.ibtada.com/ibtada.php?cur_page=main&sub=submain&mainpage=latifay&page=ustad_kay_latifay
http://www.ibtada.com/ibtada.php?cur_page=main&sub=submain&mainpage=latifay&page=ustad_kay_latifay
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B.  Intermediate Hindi-Urdu 

HNUR 203  [First semester of second-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Fall semester.] 

HNUR 204  [Second semester of second-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Spring semester.] 

 

Listening/speaking: 

Below is a list of tasks students should be able to perform by the end of second-year. If you can 

perform all these tasks, go on to the Reading/writing section. If not, you should probably start in 

HNUR 203 or 204. Consider taking HNUR 204 if you can perform at least half of these reasonably 

well and can read the passage below with at least 50% comprehension (without a dictionary). 

 

1. Explain your current course schedule and why you 

chose specific courses. 

2. Relate (in the past tense) the plot of a film you saw 

recently. 

3. Tell travel agent you have had a change of plans and 

need to change your travel dates for a flight. 

4. Listen to the following audio clip. Can you follow at  

least 80% of it? 

 

Hint:  

You should probably NOT be in HNUR 

203-204 if you can— 

 Understand film song lyrics 

 Engage in a native-speed conversation 

on current events 

 Read an advertisement (with at least 

80% comprehension). 

http://www.southasia.upenn.edu/hindi/Volume2/Lesson18/scene1/video_normal.html 

 

Reading/writing: 

If you can read EITHER of the passages below with at least 80% comprehension (without a 

dictionary), and write a passage of similar quality, you’re probably ready for HNUR 305 or a higher 

course. Go on to section C. If not, see “Special guidelines for heritage students.” Note: you must have 

proficiency in either the devanagari or nastaliq script (but not both) for HNUR 203 and higher courses. 

However, students majoring with a concentration in South Asian Studies must demonstrate 

proficiency in both scripts. 

 

http://www.southasia.upenn.edu/hindi/Volume2/Lesson18/scene1/video_normal.html
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C.  Advanced Hindi-Urdu 

HNUR 305  [First semester of third-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Fall semester.] 

HNUR 306  [Second semester of third-year Hindi-Urdu. Offered only in Spring semester.] 

 

Listening/speaking: 

Below is a list of tasks students should be able to perform by the end of third-year. If you can perform 

all these tasks, go on to the Reading/writing section. If not, you should probably start in HNUR 305  

or 306. Consider taking HNUR 306 if you can perform at least half of these reasonably well and can 

read the passage below with at least 50% comprehension (without a dictionary). 

 

1. Discuss your views on the current president. 

2. Explain how either the U.S. or India achieved its 

independence from Britain. 

3. Give the details of an upcoming event (including 

the time, date, and directions to the venue). Also 

explain a contingency plan should it rain. 

4. Listen to the following audio clips. Can you 

follow at least 80% of them? 

Hint:  

You should probably NOT be in HNUR 

305-306 if you can— 

 Understand bhajans and ghazals 

 Engage in a native-speed conversation on 

philosophy 

 Read a newspaper (with at least 80% 

comprehension). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=203jEXKEzyQ   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xDrReGMJWY 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwnDC3_fVgM  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjRmMQZfogQ 

 

Reading/writing: 

If you can read EITHER of the passages below with at least 80% comprehension (without a 

dictionary), and write a passage of similar quality, you’re probably ready for a fourth-year course (if 

available). If you can read it easily without a dictionary, you are probably too advanced for any 

language course at UNC. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=203jEXKEzyQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xDrReGMJWY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwnDC3_fVgM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjRmMQZfogQ
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